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Executive summary 
 
Key elements of the Solomon Island economy are the pivotal role played by logging, the search 

for a replacement for logging, the deteriorating foreign reserve cover, the easing of inflation, the 
unlikely continuation of the relatively high rate of domestic economic growth, and low levels of 
formal employment. 

 
The overwhelming feature of the agricultural economy of Solomon Islands is the lack of balance 

in terms of size, natural advantage, expertise, focus of government attention, and commercial 
involvement. 

 
Fiscal policy of the Government of Solomon Islands is focused on six priority areas: reconciliation 

and rehabilitation; national security and foreign relations; infrastructure development; social 
services sector; economic and productive sector; and civic affairs.  These are a mixture of short term 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Medium Term Development Strategy 2008 ς 10 
provides priorities related to rural development and natural resources management.  These are: 
increase the contribution of sustainable agriculture; plantation forestry, and related downstream 
processing and marketing to GDP growth; increase the number of people in formal and self-
employment in rural areas; increase the proportion of people, especially from rural communities, 
reporting year-on-year improvements in their economic circumstances; and increase in the number 
of people accessing financial services including micro-finance opportunities in both the rural and 
urban areas.   

 
Floriculture as a commercial industry is relatively new to Solomon Islands.  This is not to be 

confused with the notion that the use of flowers is novel as flowers have had a multiplicity of uses 
for centuries.  Commercial production began in Honiara around 15 years ago.  Today around 40 
floriculture producers market through the Honiara Central Market on a regular basis.  Around 500 
households are involved with the regular production of flowers for commercial purposes.  Honiara 
has around 20 part-time florists.  Commercial trade in orchids from some of the more distant 
provinces into Honiara is beginning.   

 
The study was based on extensive interviews as there has been little written on the industry and 

even fewer statistics collected.  No one in government is tasked with assisting the industry.  
 
A value chain approach was used to analyse the industry.  This allows us to identify the 

consumers of floricultural products in the Honiara area as householders, churches, businesses, 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎέΦ  DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōǳȅŜǊΦ  IƻǘŜƭǎ 
away from Honiara tend to grow their own supplies.  The overwhelming supply of flowers at the 
Honiara Central Market are tropicals ς heliconas, gingers, and cut flower orchids of Vanda, 
Dendrobium, and Arachnis. Interviews with regular buyers at the Honiara Central Market report 
disappointment with the lack of variety in plant types and colours.  There are small and occasional 
supplies of temperate plants.  There are increasing supplies in terms of volume and variety of 
foliage, especially nut-based plants 

 
Buyers can acquire floricultural products directly from producers, from the Honiara Central 

Market, and from florists.  Product arrives to buyers from trucks / taxi, canoes, ships, and, to a very 
small extent, planes. 
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As far as could be established, no Solomon Islanders depends on just the sale of flowers for their 
entire household income.  Over 500 households were identified as producing flowers for sale on a 
regular basis.  Land is not an issue for the production of floricultural products because production 
occurs mainly on the household plot.  There is zero mechanisation of flower production.  Labour is 
supplied nearly solely by the producer with there being just a little family labour.  Flower production 
is low input and thus low cost.  Business skills are poorly developed.  There is a high price 
discrepancy between arrangements sold at the Honiara Central Market and those sold by florists.  
For florists, transport costs are very high.  Florists also seem to confuse the labour costs of their 
input and the profit component.   

 
It is considered that the high price of flowers at the Honiara Central Market could be inhibiting 

the growth of the local industry.  This argument is based on two aspects (a) the growth of the 
floricultural industry in Fiji has been due to the purchases by local people and not the tourism sector 
(b) the relative price of flowers in Solomon Islands is high compared with Fiji.  Convincing producers 
of the need to reduce their prices in order to increase their sales locally will be a hard ask.  To be 
successful it must be balanced with gains in other areas, especially in higher yields, that is, more 
blooms per stem, and/or more stems per plant. 

 
Three key success factors are identified: small scale nature of production, land is not an issue, 

and low capital requirement.   
 
Commercial flower production and marketing in Solomon Islands is an ideal crop for 

smallholders: production requires little capital, land issues usually common in Melanesia and even 
with the plantation crops in Solomon Islands are not relevant to flowers, most Solomon Islanders 
have good production knowledge, and there is a widespread appreciation for flowers throughout the 
country. 

 
There are three potential growth paths for the Solomon Islands floricultural industry: follow the 

route of Kenya and Ecuador by concentrating on developing the export industry; follow the route of 
IŀǿŀƛΩƛ ōȅ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΤ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƻŦ CƛƧƛ ōȅ 
concentrating on developing the domestic industry. 

 
It is recommended that Solomon Islands concentrate at the moment on developing local sales.  

This is because exporting is currently handicapped by limited airline capacity, non-existence of cool 
storage to ensure post-harvest preservation, CITES conditions surrounding the exporting of 
indigenous orchids, and the quarantine hazard caused by the shape of the helicona and gingers that 
makes them ideal places for insect.  The tourism sector is not seen as an outlet because the resorts 
tend to grow their own.  

 
Recommendations to develop the local industry relate to increase production especially 

increasing the stems per plant and increasing the blooms per stem.  Increased productivity will 
enable producers to reduce their prices without suffering a loss in gross income. The role of 
sun/shade, the role and making of compost, and row spacing need attention.  A common 
nomenclature should be established and promulgated.  There is a major need to increase the 
varieties, shape and colour being offered to the buyers.  Thought should be given to developing 
access to specialist extension advice which should operate on a fee-for-service basis.   

 
Techniques to improve shelf life are needed.  Improved quality upon arrival at the buyer could 

be achieved by developing better transport packaging; currently the use of cardboard boxes is being 
trialed for the movement of flowers from the more distant production sites.  These trials must be 
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conducted in consultation with Solomon Islands Airlines to ensure that the box size is compatible 
with the quite limited space in the cargo holds of the Twin Otter. 

 
Four aspects of marketing need to be addressed to advance the sector. (a) To encourage greater 

sales of floricultural products, we ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ LǎƭŀƴŘǎΩ ǇǊƻducers must reduce their prices, 
but this has to be off-set by higher productivity.  (b) Wholesale and retail marketing has to be 
developed.  (c) Selling skills of the actual sellers has to be improved. (d) Market exposure of the floral 
art display skills of producers / florists must be improved. 

 
Over-arching all of the above recommendations is the need to improve the business skills of 

producers.  Specifically, small-holders need training in many areas: costing, negotiating skills, 
attribute identification, business planning, and floriculture as a business.  
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1. Introduction 
 
Solomon Islands is typified by contrasts.  Large and small are the norm.  Some examples are a 

few resource-rich islands are juxtaposed with a number of resource-scarce ones.  In some parts of 
the country overcrowding is contrasted with areas of very low population densities.  Just five 
products provide around 95 percent of export earnings.  Over 80 percent of the population lives in 
the rural areas.  Around 10 percent of the GDP is spent on the public service.   

 
This section sets the scene for the study that follows.  It outlines the couƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

role played by the agricultural sector.  It also introduces the floriculture industry. 

1.1 Case study background 

 
A number of industries in Solomon Islands have been the subject of studies of varying intensity.  

A synopsis of these studies was presented in the seminal Solomon Islands Smallholder Agriculture 
Study (SISAS , 2006).  Although the SISAS studied a number of small crops,1 it did not mention 
flowers.   

 
Nevertheless, commercial flower production and marketing in Solomon Islands is an ideal crop 

for smallholders:  
Á Production requires little capital 
Á Land issues usually common in Melanesia and even with the plantation crops in Solomon 

Islands are not relevant to flowers 
Á Most Solomon Islanders have good production knowledge 
Á There is a widespread appreciation for flowers throughout the country. 
 
The major plantation crops in Solomon Islands have a dichotomy between production and 

marketing.  Flowers, in common with the fruit and vegetables sectors, allow for the easy entry into 
the sector by smallholders either as producers or as sellers.  Further, the small scale nature of the 
production and marketing of flowers allows small holders to be florists. 

 
Flowers are also a very new commercial industry in the country.  Expansion has been quite rapid.  

Based on observations from Fiji, the industry can continue to expand for some time yet. 
 
Given the unique aspects of suitability to smallholders and the newness of the 

commercialization of the industry, it was decided to include flowers as part of the study of learning 
from experience. 

 
 
 

                                                           
 
1
 Major crops studied were coconut, oil palm, cocoa, rice.  Smaller crops studied were indigenous tree 

nuts, vanilla, chilli, pepper, ginger, turmeric, noni, coffee.   
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1.2 Country economy and agriculture sector  

 
Solomon Islands is an archipelagic country.  There are nine provinces, see Figure 1:  Guadalcanal, 

Honiara Central, Western, Isabel,  Choiseul, Malaita , Makira/Ulawa , Temotu and Renbel. 
 
 
Fig.1  Solomon Islands 
 

 
 

1.2.1 Country economy 
Key elements of a description of the Solomon Island economy must include the following: 
 
A. The pivotal role played by logging 
B. The search for a replacement for logging   
C. The deteriorating foreign reserve cover 
D. The easing of inflation 
E. The unlikely continuation of the relatively high rate of domestic economic growth 
F. Formal employment is very low.  
 
A. LOGGING 
Logging dominates the economy of Solomon Islands.  In 2007, logging accounted for a quarter of 

economic growth, 16 percent of recurrent government revenues, and two-thirds of export earnings.  
Given this size, mƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ rebound on the economy as whole.  All the 
portents are that the previous boon due to government revenues derived from logging is now 
busting.  With the decline in the industry, the implications for foreign reserves and government 
revenues are serious (CBSI 2008).  In the short term, the global financial crisis has led to a reduction 
in the demand for logs.  In the longer term, the approaching depletion of commercially viable forests 
will adversely affect the supply of logs.  However, the imprecise άƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘŜǊƳέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
happening right now.  Whilst logging exports were expected to weaken in 2010, early data for 2009 
indicates that the weakening is occurring sooner and more rapidly then previously expected (ADB 
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2009).  The marked slowdown in export earnings growth in 2008 compared with 2007 will continue.  
What needs to be recognized is that Solomon LǎƭŀƴŘǎΩ ƭƻƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƛŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ 
continuum.  The Solomon Islands Central Bank (CBSI) cites the World Bank as stating that the 
average international price for logs in 2007 was US$292 / m3: in contrast the average export price of 
Solomon Islands logs was US$97 / m3 (CBSI 2008)Φ  ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ /.{LΩǎ favourable noting of the Forestry 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ-scale family owned plantations and small-holder 
downstream processing is not likely to adequately replace the contributions made by the current 
large scale logging enterprises. 

 
Whilst these grim forecasts relating to the demise of logging have been cited by the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB), it is noted that the 2008 State of the Environment Report by the Ministry 
of Environment, Conservation and Meteorology also supports the prognosis of serious concern for 
the future if the current trends of commercial exploitation of logs are continued.    

 
B. REPLACEMENT FOR LOGGING 
Currently, and in the mid-term future, there are no projects that are likely to replace logging as 

an equivalent supplier of export earnings for the country and revenue for the government.  The 
government is trying to attract investment into macro projects such as developing the oil palm-
related projects at Bina Harbour, the Aulata Basin and Waisis; and a major fisheries project at Suava 
Bay all on Malaita.  However these have attracted little success but considerable criticism (Solomon 
Star, 17 August, 2009).  The planned re-opening of the Gold Ridge gold mine has not materialized.   

 
C. FOREIGN RESERVES 
International reserves are becoming precarious.  As of April 2009, reserves were around 2.5 

months of import cover.  Ideally, the level should be at least four months.  With the decline in 
logging exports, the level of cover will deteriorate even further.  The major export earners in 2008 
were fisheries, palm oil, copra, and cocoa.  Serendipitously, all four exported in 2008 into surging 
world prices.  This boon buffeted surging import demand for goods and services, resulting in a 
current account deficit of $573 million.  The high-price commodity boom has now disappeared, 
indicating an increase in the deficit.  The ADB states that there is likely to be a balance of payment 
crisis in 2009 ς 2010 (ADB 2008). 

 
D. INFLATION 
Inflation in 2008 was a high 20-24 percent, comprising domestic and imported inflation with the 

latter being nearly double that of the former.  Even though it is high, inflation does appear to be 
easing, reflecting the slowing of economic activity.   

 
E. ECONOMIC GROWTH 
The country experienced a relatively high rate of 6.7 percent in 2008 in domestic economic 

growth.  However tƘŜ !5. ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
άƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇ ōȅ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ and froƳ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅ ōƻƻƳέΦ  The Bank predicts 
that a 30 percent decline in logging in 2009 will reduce GDP growth to zero.  Current indications are 
that that forecast is likely to be realized.  Government revenues for 2009 are very likely to be less 
than forecast. 

 
F. PROSPECTS 
ADB forecasts growth in 2010 to be 1.7 percent (ADB 2009).  A lower rate of decline will occur if 

there is a further reduction in the decline of logging.  The ADB states that the CBSI must take strong 
action to slow the rate of depletion of foreign reserves and maintain macroeconomic stability.  The 
government can help by reducing its recurrent expenditure, especially the wage bill of the public 
service that is budgeted at 10 percent of GDP in 2009. 
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1.2.2 Agricultural economy 
The overwhelming feature of the agricultural economy of Solomon Islands is the lack of balance.  

This is shown in five basic areas: 
 
A. Size 
B. Natural advantage 
C. Expertise 
D. Focus of government attention 
E. Commercial involvement 
 
A. SIZE 
The income and welfare of the majority of the population comes from agriculture.  Around 80 

percent of the total population depends on subsistence farming, cash cropping, livestock, agro-
forestry, and their related transport and processing activities.  These activities provide only limited 
income that is used to provide supplementary foodstuffs, consumables, educations, and health 
needs.  Despite the involvement of the vast majority of the population, the agricultural sector 
contributed only 17 percent to the overall GDP in 2008.   

 
B. NATURAL ADVANTAGE 
The country has natural advantages in the production of livestock, coconut, cocoa, and small 

crops (SISAS, 2006).  Despite this, the government continues to focus on crops such as oil palm and 
rice for which there appears no natural advantages.  Rice in particular has had a very poor history of 
production over a lengthy period of time (Burke, 2008).  Nevertheless, the Government still 
continues to press for a domestic rice industry.   

 
C. EXPERTISE 
Nearly the entire population has some association with the production of traditional crops.  

Despite this, the government provides more expertise to the non-traditional sector of rice, cocoa 
and coffee than it does to the traditional crops such as a series of rootcrops, a number of greens, 
and fruit.    

 
D. FOCUS OF GOVERNMENT ATTENTION 
In 2008, the big five agricultural industries (logging, fisheries, copra, palm oil, and cocoa) 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ фр ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎΦ  ¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ  
Nevertheless, Vinning et al (2009a) show that the retail value of four common food items ς fresh 
fruit, fresh vegetables, fish, poultry ς is greater than the exports earned by fish, palm oil, copra, and 
cocoa.  Because the fresh produce sector is not export oriented, it receives little attention from 
government.   

 
E. COMMERCIAL SIZE 
Broadly, in Solomon Islands, the bigger the agricultural industry, then the fewer the number of 

operators.  Logging production and exporting activities are undertaken by a few large companies.  
The commercial fishery and palm oil industries have only a few operators and exporters.  Whilst 
production in the cocoa and copra industries is dominated by small-scale producers, the marketing, 
especially exporting, is in the hands of a small number of exporters: in the case of cocoa, there is the 
one effective exporter.  In contrast, with the fresh produce sector, small holders dominate all 
aspects of the value chain ς production, processing, transporting, and marketing.  
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COMMON MISCONCEPTION 
It is common to state that agriculture in Solomon Islands has the basic problems of an 

inadequate transport system that brings fresh produce to market, and an inadequate marketing 
system that inhibits the efficient marketing of fresh produce (for example, see SISAS 2006).  
However, the retail value of fresh fruit and vegetables, fish and poultry is estimated at SBD$472 m 
(Vinning et al 2009a).  This suggests that the transport and marketing systems must be relatively 
efficient.  This is not to say that the transport and marketing system cannot be improved (see 
Vinning and Sale 2009a). 

 

1.3 National Policy Framework  

 
Fiscal policy of the Government of Solomon Islands is focused on six priority areas: 
  
1) Reconciliation and rehabilitation 
2) National security and foreign relations 
3) Infrastructure development 
4) Social services sector 
5) Economic and productive sector 
6) Civic affairs.   
 
These are a mixture of short term and long term objectives.  Government debt has been reduced 

to around 36 percent of GDP.  This now provides the government the budgetary space with which to 
address its priority areas.  Health and Education sectors receive around 40 percent of the recurrent 
ōǳŘƎŜǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
the long term development of Solomon Islands.  Monetary policy is geared to: 

 
Á Containing inflation at 10 percent or below 
Á Preserving foreign reserves to at least three months import cover 
Á Stabilizing the exchange rate against the US dollar in order to encourage exports.   
 
Reflecting its economic, social and political importance, rural development is the central priority 

of the current, and previous, Solomon Islands Governments.  The current Coalition for National Unity 
ŀƴŘ wǳǊŀƭ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘo further strengthen development 
through a bottom up and holistic approach that encompasses the empowerment of people through 
rural advancement strategies, the pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals, and the 
revitalization of the economy.   

 
The GoverƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Medium Term Development Strategy 2008 ς 10 provides priorities related to 

rural development and natural resources management.  In turn, these priorities are guided by the 
Solomon Islands Government Agriculture and Rural Development Strategy.  The two documents seek 
to: 
V Increase the contribution of sustainable agriculture, plantation forestry, and related 

downstream processing and marketing to GDP growth 
V Increase the number of people in formal and self-employment in rural areas 
V Increase the proportion of people, especially from rural communities, reporting year-on-year 

improvements in their economic circumstances 
V Increase in the number of people accessing financial services including micro-finance 

opportunities in both the rural and urban areas.   
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The fiscal policy goal of reconciliation and rehabilitation is given real presence in the rural sector.  
It must be appreciated that the ethnic tension between 1998 and 2003 had its roots in, inter alia, the 
limited access to resources, information, services, and economic opportunities outside of Honiara / 
Guadalcanal that resulted in migration to Honiara and the Guadalcanal plains; fear regarding the 
erosion, even loss, of customary tenure over land; and the clash between customary and introduced 
system of authorities. 

 
A number of programs are addressing these issues, but according to some, implementation has 

not matched the aspirations (RLP, 2009).  Projects are relatively small scale and fragmented.  
Penetration of the programs into the more remote rural areas is slow.  Development of rural 
livelihoods is constrained by: 

 
Á Remoteness that means poor access to markets, and limited access to financial and social 

services 
Á Very poor infrastructure such as transport (especially roads), water, sanitation, education, 

and marketing infrastructure 
Á A general lack of employment and social opportunities 
Á Poor energy supply 
Á Poor communications 
 
A number of programs have been introduced to address these issues.  Some of the major ones 

are: 
ü Forest Management Program.  An AusAid supported program that focuses primarily on 

increasing the capacity of the Ministry of Forestry to overseas the sustainable management 
of forests while maximizing Government revenue.   

 
ü Community Sector Program.  A five-year program to build capacity for self-reliance within 

communities, civil society organizations, and service provider.  The program has been 
praised for its established staff presence, logistical capacity in all Provinces, wide range of 
stakeholder relations throughout the country, and strong emphasis on implementation.  At 
the same time it has been criticised for its relatively weak links with government and the fact 
that its programs are delivered through what is considered a parallel structure.  Three of the 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ will be wound up by the end of January 2010.  A successor 
program, Rural Livelihoods Program, is currently under consultation with the government.  

 
ü Solomon Islands Rural Development Program.  Another five year program funded by the 

EU, World Bank and Australia.  It is aimed at the delivery of rural services based on the 
Agriculture and Rural Development Strategy.  The program does not appear to address 
private sector led development, food security, and natural resource management. 

 
ü Pacific Land Initiative.  Program concentrates on the central role that land resources play in 

customary ownership, customary leadership, and economic development.   
 
ü Solomon Islands NGO Partnership Agreement.  Another five year project delivered by six 

Australian NGOs and their Solomon Islands partner NGOs.  Five of the sub-project relate to 
rural livelihoods. 
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1.4 Floriculture sector in Solomon Islands  

 
Floriculture as a commercial industry is relatively new to Solomon Islands, but this should not to 

be confused with the notion that the use of flowers is novel.  Flowers have been utilised for 
centuries in Solomon Islands for a multiplicity of uses: personal decoration, ceremonial use in the 
large number of rites of passage, and home beautification.  The latter included gingers that were 
valued for their pleasant bouquet.  Whilst custom differed amongst the 70-odd cultural linguistic 
groups in the country, growing flowers around the houses was very common.  These supplemented 
flowers that were wild harvested.  It was common for travelers who saw a flower that they did not 
have to take cuttings back to their home and try to raise it, albeit after receiving permission from the 
landowners to take the cuttings.   

 
Flowers grown for sale began in Honiara around 15 years ago.  There were two imperatives.  One 

was from producers who grew flowers for their calming and healing properties.  Patients in the main 
hospital were the beneficiaries of this belief-in-action.  The other was from some expatriates who 
purchased flowers for home beautification from producers close to Honiara.  Production was quite 
ad hoc and sales were made on an irregular basis.  Nevertheless, the making of floral arrangements 
for the likes of weddings, birthdays, and special events was growing in popularity.  Makers of 
wreaths also became more professional with some attending training in floral art display in nearby 
Pacific countries.  It is noted that the Solomon Islands Government provided assistance to some 
florists to attend floricultural-events in Fiji, New Zealand, and Vanuatu. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Honiara Central Market 
 


